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thing. 'It is surely not true that either quotation-mark or bracket
cuts the communications there; under in the quotation, but in
the brackets, are in very active communication with burdens
and conceit, outside'.   The answer is that these are merely
convenient misuses  of   quotation-marks   and   brackets.    A
quotation and a parenthesis should be complete in themselves,
and instances that are not so may be neglected in arguing out
principles.   Special rules might indeed be required in conse-
quence for the abnormal cases; but in practice this is not so
vdth quotations.—'A last point.   To adapt one of your in-
stances, here are two sets of sentences, stopped as I gather you
would stop them:—(i) He asked me "Can a thing both be and
not be?"   The question is absurd.   (2) He said "A thing
cannot both be and not be". I at once agreed. Now, if the full
stop is required after the quotation-mark in the second, it must
be required after that in the first, in each case to part, not the
quotation, but the containing sentence, from the next sentence.
What right have you to omit the full stop in the first?'—None
whatever; it will not be omitted.—*So we have an addition of
some importance to the monstrosities you said we should have
to avoid.'—Well, sentences of this type are not common except
in a style of affected simplicity'.—'Or real simplicity.   He
saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou
me?  And is there any particular simplicity, real or affected,
about this:—(Richmond looked at him with an odd smile for
a moment or two before asking, as if it were the most natural
question in the world, "But is it true?".)?'—In the Bible
quotation there is, as you say, real simplicity-—or rather there
was.   That sort of simplicity- now would not be real, but
artificial.  Any one who has good reason to imitate primitive
style may imitate primitive punctuation too.   But one step
forward in precision we have definitely taken from the biblical
typography: we should insist on quotation-marks in such a
sentence.  They do not seem pedantic or needless now; nor
will a further step in precision seem so when once it has been
taken. And as to your Richmond sentence, and 'monstrosities'

